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Assignment #1  Letter to Chief Seattle

1. Read “The Message of Chief Seattle

2. You are to write a response letter to Chief Seattle.  Respond to some of the issues that he has brought up by telling him what it is like in the year 2019.

3. Your letter must be written in official letter format and must be typed.  You must hand in a hand written rough copy of the letter with the good copy.

4. Your letter must be at least ¾ of a page in length.

Marking
Rough Copy

/15 (T/I)



Good Copy

/25 (Com)

Assignment #2 Aboriginal Teachings

1. Read the 10 different aboriginal teachings.

2. For each of the teachings you are to tell me in your own words what you think the person being quoted is trying to say.

3. You do not have to rewrite the quote, but please make sure that you write the number down so that I know which one you are translating.

4. Once you have translated all 10 quotes in a couple of paragraphs I want you to tell me what you think the Aboriginal people believe in. Remember to refer back to the quotes to support your answers.
Marking

Translations

/25 (K/U)




Final Paragraph

/15 (App)

The Message of Chief Seattle
To the Government of the United States...PRIVATE 

The President in Washington sends word that he wishes to buy our land. But how can you buy or sell the sky? The land? The idea is strange to us. If we do not own the freshness of the air and the sparkle of the water, how can you buy them?


Every part of this earth is sacred to my people. Every shining pine needle, every sandy shore, every mist in the dark woods, every meadow, every humming insect. All are holy in the memory and experience of my people.


We know the sap that courses through the trees as we know the blood that courses through our veins. We are part of the earth and it is part of us. The perfumed flowers are our sisters. The bear, the deer, the great eagle, these are our brothers. The rocky crests, the juices in the meadow, the body heat of the pony, and humans, all belong to the same family. 



The shining water that moves in the streams and rivers is not just water, but the blood of our ancestors. If we sell you our land, you must remember that it is sacred. Each ghostly reflection in the clear waters of the lakes tells of events and memories in the lives of my people. The water's murmur is the voice of my father's father. The Rivers are our brothers. They quench our thirst. They carry our canoes and feed our children. So you must give to the rivers the kindness you would give any brother.



If we sell you our land, remember that the air is precious to us, that the air shares its spirit with all the life it supports. The wind that gave our grandfather his first breath also receives his last sigh. The wind also gives our children the spirit of life. So if we sell you our land, you must keep it apart and sacred, as a place where people can go to taste the wind that is sweetened by the meadow flowers.



Will you teach your children what we have taught our children? That the earth is our mother? What befalls the earth befalls all the children of the earth.



This we know: the earth does not belong to humanity, humanity belongs to the earth. All things are connected like the blood that unites us all. Humans did not weave the web of life, they are merely a strand in it. Whatever we do to the web, we do to ourselves.



One thing we know: our God is also your God. The earth is precious to God and to harm the earth is to heap contempt on its creator. Your destiny is a Mystery to us. What will happen when the buffalo are all slaughtered? The wild horses tamed? What will happen when the secret corners of the forest are heavy with the scent of many people and the view of the ripe hills is blotted by talking wires? Where will the thicket be? Gone! Where will the eagle be? Gone! And what is it to say goodbye to the swift pony and the hunt? The end of living and the beginning of survival.



When the last Red Man has vanished with the wilderness and our memory is only the shadow of a cloud moving across the prairie, will these shores and forests still be here? Will there be any of the spirit of my people left?



We love this earth as a newborn loves its mother's heartbeat. So, if we sell you our land, love it as we have loved it. Care for it as we have cared for it. Hold in your memory the memory of the land as it is when you receive it.



Preserve the land for all children to love it, as God loves us all. As we are part of the land, you too are part of the land. This earth is precious to us. It is also precious to you. One thing we know: there is only one God. No person, White or Red, can be apart. We are brothers after all.


Chief Seattle, 1852   
Aboriginal Teachings

From the following quotations, determine what Aboriginal people believe in.
1. From the time Indians first set foot upon this continent, they centred life in the natural world. They are deeply invested in the earth, committed to it both in their consciousness and in their instinct. Only in reference to the earth can they persist in their true identity.

-N.Scott Momaday, Kiowa, 1974

2. The elders remind us of the importance of the long view when they say, "pin peyeh obe"--look to the mountain. They use this phrase to remind us that we need to look at things as if we are looking out from the top of a mountain, seeing things in the much broader perspective of the generations that are yet to come. They remind us that in dealing with the landscape, we must think in terms of a ten thousand, twenty thousand, or thirty-thousand year relationship.

-Dr. Gregory Cajete, Tewa, 1993

3. It is about respect--respect for everybody. In our understanding, the Creator made everything. That's all we're told. And since he made everything, then you must respect everything. That's simple. And so I look upon you, I know the Creator made you; I know that you're equal. You're equal in every way to us. And I respect you because you are a manifestation of the Creation.

-Oren Lyons, Onondaga (Iroquois), 1992

4. We do not walk alone. Great Being walks beside us. Know this and be grateful.

-Polingaysi Qoyawayma, Hopi, 1964

5. The white man does not obey the Great Spirit, that is why we could never agree with him.

-Flying Hawk, Oglala Lakota, 1947

6. What hurts Indians most is that our costumes are considered beautiful, but it's as if the person wearing them didn't exist.

-Rigobertha Menchu, Quiche Maya, 1990

7. Traditional people of Indian nations have interpreted the two roads that face the light-skinned race as the road to technology and the road to spirituality. We feel that the road to technology ... has led modern society to a damaged and seared earth. Could it be that the road to technology represents a rush to destruction, and the road to spirituality represents the slower path that the traditional Aboriginal people have traveled and are now seeking again? The earth is not scorched on this trail. The grass is still growing here.

-William Commanda, Mamiwinini, 1991

8. In the absence of the sacred, nothing is sacred--everything is for sale.

-Oren Lyons, Onondaga (Iroquois), 1992

9. We can be aggressive and point our finger and be demanding. Quite often this is what society projects us to be. Or we can be cunning and manipulative. The idea of what it takes to be a good businessman and entrepreneur is so opposite to what it takes to be a good human being.

-Leonard George, Burrard, BC, 1992

10. Hear me! A single twig breaks, but the bundle is strong.

-Tecumseh, Shawnee, 1795
