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Name: _______________________

Read the following article and then do the questions in the two parts that follow.
Five Pillars of Islam Assignment

Pillars are strong posts or columns that hold something up. For example, a porch may have pillars. There are five main parts of Muslim life called the Five Pillars of Islam. They are faith, prayer, charity, fasting, and the pilgrimage to the holy city in Saudi Arabia called Mecca. 

    The first pillar is FAITH in the only true God and Muhammad, his prophet or messenger. Faith is a strong belief that something is true. "In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful," is an Arabic verse recited by Muslims everywhere before they do anything. 

    PRAYER is the second pillar of Islam. Prayer is believed to be a direct communication between the worshipper and God. Every Friday at noon Muslims meet in mosques for prayer and a sermon by the prayer leader. Prayers are also said individually five times a day: at dawn, noon, mid-afternoon, sunset and nightfall. Muslims may pray almost anywhere, such as in the fields, offices, factories, at school or while traveling. Before saying prayers Muslims follow special rituals, including washing before praying, bowing, and then kneeling. Muslims face the Ka'bah in Mecca when praying.  

    The Ka'bah is a black square structure covered with silk at the center of the courtyard of the Great Mosque. It is the main destination of the pilgrimage.  

     Giving money or CHARITY to the poor and to projects like building mosques and hospitals is the third pillar. All Muslims are required to give a part of their income to support their religion.  

    FASTING during Ramadan is the fourth pillar. Ramadan comes in the ninth month of the Muslim year. During this time the followers may not eat or drink from dawn until sunset. Muslims believe that fasting teaches self- 
discipline, humility and sympathy for the poor and brings  
them closer to Allah. 

    A trip to Mecca, called the PILGRIMAGE, is the fifth pillar. The Muslim word for this journey is the "Hajj." About two million people go to Mecca every year from all parts of the world. The Hajj is a symbol of equality. All Muslims who can afford to must make the pilgrimage at least once in their lifetime. 

    Before arriving in Mecca, the travelers are required to bathe, cut their hair and nails, and take off jewelry. The men wear a white seamless robe called an "ihram" that symbolizes purity. The most important part of the pilgrimage includes the ritual in which the pilgrims circle the Ka'bah seven times while praying. The pilgrims attempt to kiss the holy black stone embedded in the southeast corner of the Ka'bah.  

    At the end of the Hajj there is a Festival of Sacrifice where an animal, such as a sheep, goat or baby camel is sacrificed, roasted and eaten. This is done in memory of the prophet, Abraham.

Part I   Answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper.  The answers can be found in the previous article or your notes.

1.  What is a pillar?
2.  What are the Five Pillars of Islam?
3.  In what country is Mecca located?

4.  What Arabic verse is recited by Muslims before they do anything?

5.  How many times a day do Muslims pray?

6.  On what day and where do Muslims meet to worship?

7.  What do Muslims face as they pray?

8.  What does fasting mean?

9.  When does Ramadan take place?

10. List three things that fasting teaches.

11. What is the name of the garment worn by men?

12. What happens in the Festival of Sacrifice?

Part II
Choose one of the five pillars of Islam and write a story about a similar situation you experienced in your own life.  An example of this may be when you organized a food drive at your school.  This could be an example of Almsgiving.  Another example could be of when you and your family drove out to the coast together.  This would be an example of a pilgrimage. Your story should be at least one page long.  Remember to write about details.  Make a clear picture of what you are describing, (A written picture, not a physical drawing).  You can make up the story if you have exhausted all personal resources, but try to make the story as personal as possible.

