Introduction to Islam
· The name Islam is derived from a root meaning “Surrender” or “Submission”

· summary of the faith “submission to the one God” or “Allah” in every moment of life for a Muslim 

· the followers of Islam are called Muslims, “one who submits”

· Nearly one billon followers in the world, mostly is Asia and Africa

· The world’s second largest religion, and fastest growing

· deeply rooted in biblical tradition

· can trace ancestry to Abraham through his son Ishmael
· reveres Jesus and the great prophets of Judaism

· Crucial role in shaping Western culture, especially in Middle Ages

· Four main elements or foundations:

· Qur’an (Koran) – primary sacred text

· Muhammad – prophet who received the Qur’an

· Central teachings – derived from the Qur’an and Muhammad’s life

· Umma – Muslim community – based on the teachings
People of Islam
· Muhammad


· founder of Islam

· considered a prophet

· delivered Allah’s message

· Gabriel

· God’s messenger

· appeared to Muhammad on the “Night of Power and Excellence”

· Khadijh


· Muhammad’s wife

· Fatimah


· Muhammad’s surviving daughter

· Ali



· Fatimah’s husband

· successor to Muhammad

· Hagar


· Abraham’s wife’s servant, bore him his son

· Ishmael


· Hagar’s son; from whom Muslims trace their roots to Abraham
The Qur’an or Koran
· the Qur’an or (Koran) is the earthly centre of Islam

· it can be compared to the role of Jesus in Christianity, as both are the foundational sources of the religious teaching

· contains 114 surahs, or chapters; 4/5 the size of the New Testament

· originally written in Arabic; it is believed to be the direct words of Allah, revealed to Muhammad, and written down by his followers

· means “That which is to be read”, and 

     it is important that it is recited orally;                           

     it is traditionally the first and last words

    heard by a Muslim

· cannot be fully translated; the world’s 

    most read and memorized book

· believed to be a miracle of God, because Muhammad was believed to be illiterate

· while it is believed to be the only complete revelation of Allah, Muslims also believe that God was made known through a series of messengers or prophets, though the Koran is believed to be transmitted exactly as it came from God

· Torah, Pslams, teachings of Jesus contain divinely revealed


 truths, these truths became mixed with human additions 


and changes 

· for extra guidance, Muslims can turn to the Hadith (traditions)

· It is similar to the Talmud for the Jews

· Contains extra Qur’anic sayings and examples from the life 


of Muhammad
Muhammad
· Islam is monotheistic, and DOES NOT regard Muhammad as anything more than human, though he is considered the most perfect of all humans

· was born around 570 CE into a wealthy family in Mecca.  An orphan, he was raised by his uncle

· when he was 25, he married Khadijah, a wealthy widow, with whom he had 6 children

· Muhammad spent a great deal of time contemplating religion, especially in a cave near Mt. Hira
· one night in 610 CE, the angel Gabriel appeared to him in a dream, telling him to recite what would become the first passages of then Qur’an

· this night, known as the Night of Power and Excellence, marked the beginning of his career as a prophet, which lasted until his death in 632 CE

· few people in Mecca accepted Muhammad’s teachings at first, as the people were polytheistic, and most were not willing to follow the social justice teachings of Muhammad

· in 622 CE, Muhammad went to the city of Yathrilo (Medina) as a result of threats against him.  This “Flight”, known as the Hijira (Hegira) marks the beginning of the Muslim calendar (2001 – 1379 AH)
· he returned to Mecca in 630 CE, and by the time of his death two years later, most of Arabia was Muslim

· Muhammad is referred to as the Seal of the Prophets, whose message from Allah is final and complete

· The Qur’an mentions 25 prophets including Abraham, Moses, Noah and Jesus, each of whom partially revealed God’s will

· The roles of Muhammad and Christ are very different in each of their religions: where Christ is the sacred presence, Muhammad delivered the Qur’an, which is the scared presence

· in Islam, Muhammad is seen as nothing more than human, while they view Jesus (and Adam) as having been conceived by God

· Muhammad is the most perfect human, whose actions and teachings make up the Sunnah or “custom” of the Prophet, the second most important authority for the Muslims

· there are two miracles involving Muhammad:

· Production of the Qur’an

· Ascension to Heaven – Muslims believe that, one night Muhammad was miraculously transported from Mecca to Jerusalem from where, with Gabriel, he ascended through the seven heavens.  He saw Moses, Abraham, and Jesus and was then in the presence of Allah
Divisions in Islam
· Islam is split into two (2) Factions – Sunnism and Shiism 

MAIN DIFFERENCES

· Sunnism

· Caliph, the spiritual leader should be from the same tribe as Muhammad, the tribe of KOREISH

· Sunnis elect the Caliph

· Literal, absolute authority of the Koran

· Shiism

· Believes Muhammad wished his blood ancestors to be the religious leaders of Islam

· Leaders called Imams.  Ali, the Husband of Fatimah (Muhammad’s daughter) is the first Imam.

· Imam is a God given post given only to descendants of Muhammad, through Ali.

· Shiism also believe that Ali’s son, Husayn – atoned for the sins of Muslims by dying in battle.

· Ali is not in Koran; therefore they believe Ali’s enemies have changed Koran.

· Study Koran to determine the ultimate truth
· Sufism –(wool wearers)

· wear simple wool robes as sign of poverty

· join special brotherhoods like monks

· seek direct illumination by God through 
meditation and prolonged fasting

· Black Muslims or The Nation of Islam

· founded by Master Wallace Fard Muhammad in Detroit

· claimed to be Allah’s messenger to Black Americans

· Two Significant Differences

· insisted all black people separate themselves from the oppressive and doomed white race

· believed it was the destiny of all black people to inherit the earth

· To counteract oppressive forces of Racism they insist on high standards of honesty, cleanliness, sexual morality and diet

· set up re-hab centres for victims of drug and alcohol abuse

Malcom X

· Saved by Black Muslims from Addiction

· Strong racial leader against prejudice

· Opposed Black only concept of Black Muslims

· Assassinated by radical black nationalist
5 Pillars of Islam and Christianity

ISLAM

· Creed   (Shahada)

· The Shahada is the Islamic proclamation that "There is no true God except Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah." 

· This is the confession that Allah is the one and only true God, that Allah alone is worthy of worship. Muhammad is the true and greatest prophet of Allah and recognition of Muhammad as the Prophet of God is required. 

CHRISTIANITY

· Creeds

· Apostles Creed, Nicene Creed

· Confession of our faith and belief in God and the Three Persons of God (The Holy Trinity)

ISLAM

· Prayer (Salah) 

· Prayer involves confession of sins which


begins with the purification of the body 


and ends with the purification of the soul. 


Prayer is performed five times a day. The 


first prayer is at dawn and the last at sunset. 

· The names of the prayers are Fajr, Dhuhr, 


Asr, Maghrib, Isha. The Maghrib prayer is 


the sunset prayer. Isha is the prayer that is said after sunset. There is also a prayer that is said right after Fajr known as Shurooq. 

CHRISTIANITY

· Prayer

· We are required to pray in many different ways. (Intersession, Thanksgiving, Praise, etc.)

· We are required to pray always.

ISLAM

· Fasting (Sawm) 

· The month of Ramadan is the month 


of fasting in Islam. It is an act of 


worship where the faithful follower 


denies his own needs and seeks Allah. Usually, this fasting entails no drinking, eating, or sexual relations during the daylight hours for the entire month of Ramadan. 

CHRISTIANITY

· Fasting

· We are required to fast during certain holy times such as lent.

· We are reminded of God and His sacrifice for us and reminds us of how much we have 


in our lives. 

ISLAM

· Alms-giving or charity (Zakat) 

· Charity given to the poor. It benefits the poor and it helps the giver by moving him towards more holiness and submission to Allah. Alms-giving is considered a form of worship to God.  

· In Islam a person is required to give 2.5% of his worth to charity each year.

CHRISTIANITY

· Alms-giving

· Allows us to fulfill one of Jesus’ commandments to us “to help the poor and those in need

· Helping those in need is one of the major themes of the Bible and of Jesus' ministry. 

ISLAM

· Pilgrimage (Hajj) 

· This is the pilgrimage to Mecca. All Muslims, if they are able, are to make a pilgrimage to Mecca.

· It involves financial sacrifice and is an act of worship.  

· Muslims must make the pilgrimage the first half of the last month of the lunar year

· Any Muslim who dies on this pilgrimage is automatically granted access into heaven

CHRISTIANITY

· Pilgrimage

· We are to make a pilgrimage to our holy land (Jerusalem) if we are able to once in our life

· We can also visit other holy places throughout the world

Islam Terms
· Koran

- “that which is to be read”

· Hadith

- “traditions”

· Theocracy
- religion and politics are both used to develop laws of country

· Kaaba

- central shrine in Mecca

· Sacred Black Stone 
- a meteorite given to Abraham by Gabriel

· Caliph 

- spiritual and temporal leaders; had military skills

· Minaret
- tower attached to a mosque

· Mosque
- house of worship; has a niche to indicate direction of Mecca; required by men on Friday

· Mezzin

- “crier” calls people to prayer

· Imam

- chosen to lead prayer or give instruction

· Zakat

- “Poor-due”

· Jihad

- work that promotes the cause of God

· Sharia

- the law of a Muslim country

· Koreish

- Muhammad’s tribe

· Hajj

- “Pilgrimage”

· Hegira

- “Flight”

· Ramadan
- the ninth month; fasting
