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KOHLBERG THEORY OF MORAL DEVELOPMENT ASSIGNMENT

PART I

Kohlberg's Theory of Moral Development:  For each of the following situations, identify the stage of moral reasoning at which the character is acting.  Justify your decision. Hint: each stage is only used once
I) Martin wants to stay out late after the Prom.  He knows that in order to get his parents to let him stay out, he will have to be “extra” good until then

II) Lisa wants to join the History Club, but her friends think she should try out for the volleyball team.  She gives up the History club.

III) Angela always stops at all stop signs, even if she knows that there is no one around.  She believes that if she goes through the sign, then other people will too.

IV) Thomas works at a homeless shelter.  His family is not wealthy, but he feels that anyone who can afford to help should do so.

V) Rich hasn’t had time to study for a final exam.  He spends the night before the exam writing an elaborate “cheat sheet”.  During the exam, Rich notices the teacher watching, so he doesn’t get to use the paper.

VI) A high school teacher was having many problems with aggression in her classroom. One day she decided she could not take the constant fighting anymore and had the students participate in a class discussion about why fighting was wrong. The class developed a long list of reasons why fighting is wrong. She then encouraged them to develop a list of alternatives to fighting or consequences of fighting during class time. The students developed a long list, and only the most agreed upon consequences were used. For example, "a person caught fighting will have to lick the floor" was deemed inappropriate by the class for hygiene reasons, while "a person who feels the need to fight will quietly step out of the room to cool down for a few minutes" was accepted by teacher and students.

PART II

You are to come up with your own example for each of Kohlberg’s stages of development.  Do not use any of the examples that we have already used.
