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Moral Dilemmas

For each of the following Moral Dilemmas explain what you would do differently at each stage of Kohlberg’s Theory of moral development.

1) You’re at a party where a six foot, six inch, three-hundred-pound, broad-shouldered and well-muscled guy is obviously extremely drunk.  He is about to leave the party and drive himself and his girlfriend home.  No one else makes a move to stop him.

2) Your only option is to steal food when you and your family are starving, or to steal money to buy food.

3) You are on a jury in a capital-crime case: the defendant, if found guilty, will die.  You are the only one on the jury who believes he’s innocent.  If the head juror declares a hung jury (meaning you can’t reach consensus) then a new trial will happen and the defendant will likely be found guilty.  Every other juror wants to find him guilty and go home: none of you can leave until you’ve reached a verdict.  What do you do?

4) You and your spouse (in the future) have conjoined (Siamese) twins.  The doctors tell you if you don’t separate them they will both die within a year.  If you do separate them one will die and the other might live. 


