Ninian Smart’s Six Trait Model of Religion
Religious Teaching or Doctrine

Creeds, Laws, Articles of Faith

Community of Faith
Leaders - 
Priests, Bishops, Prophets, Reformers, Monks, Nuns, Brothers, Sisters, Imam, Caliph, Guru, Swami

Laity -
The followers of the religion

Religious Experience

Divine

God, Gods, Spirits, Avatar, Angels

Human

Founders, mystics, prophets

Demonic

Satan, Devils, Evil spirits

Heirophanies – encounters with the sacred

Theophany – encounter withy God

Sacred Stories

· Myths - Stories which explain sacred realities; Hero, Creation, Trickster, Divine, Natural
· Scriptures – Sacred writings containing myths, history, laws, wisdom, teaching, letters, prophecies 

Sacred Symbols and Rituals
· Symbols. Objects, Places such as; (shrines, places of worship, natural features), Clothing, Food, Prayer, Life-Cycle rituals, Daily Rituals, Weekly Rituals, Pilgrimages, Annual Festivals

Morality
· Norms of Behaviour, Virtues, Values, Karma, Ethics, Commandments, Conscience
