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The Qur’an A Selection

1) What attitude does the Qur’an exhibit toward unbelievers, or infidels?  How does this attitude compare with attitudes toward members of others faith held by the other religions you have studied?

2) Explain the attitude about violence and enemies conveyed by the Qur’an.  Compare this attitude with other ways of understanding violence and enemies, either from other religions or from secular sources.

3) Describe the image of God that emerges from these passages.  How does it compare to your own image of God?
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“Your God is one God. There is no God but Him. He is the Compassionate,
the Merciful” (2:163).

“God has sovereignty over the heavens and the earth; He ordains life and
death. You have none besides God to protect or help you” (9:116).

“/Come, I will tell you what your Lord has made binding on you: that you
shall serve no other gods besides Him; that you shall show kindness to your
parents; that you shall not kill your children because you cannot support
them (We provide for you and for them); that you shall not commit foul
sins, whether openly or in secret; and that you shall not kill—for that is for-
bidden by God—except for a just cause. Thus He exhorts you, that you may
grow in wisdom’” (6:151).

“You shall not kill any man whom God has forbidden you to kill, except for
a just cause. If a man is slain unjustly, his heir shall be entitled to satisfac-
tion. But let him not carry his vengeance too far, for his victim will in turn
be assisted and avenged” (17:33).

“Give full measure, when you measure, and weigh with even scales. That is
fair, and better in the end” (17:35).

“Do not walk proudly on the earth. You cannot cleave the earth, nor can
you rival the mountains in stature” (17:37).

“You shall not commit adultery, for it is foul and indecent” (17:32).

“God has laid His curse on usury and blessed almsgiving with increase. God
bears no love for the impious and the sinful” (2:276).

“It is no offence for you to shorten your prayers when travelling the road if
you fear that the unbelievers may attack you. The unbelievers are your in-
veterate enemies” (4:101).

“Those who accept the Faith and then renounce it, who again embrace it
and again deny it and grow in unbelief—God will neither forgive them nor
rightly guide them.

“Give warning to the hypocrites of a stern chastisement: those who
choose the unbelievers rather than the faithful for their friends. Are they
seeking glory at their hands? Surely all glory belongs to God” (4:137-139).
“God does not forbid you to be kind and equitable to those who have nei-
ther made war on your religion nor driven you from your homes. God loves
the equitable. But He forbids you to make friends with those who have
fought against you on account of your religion and driven you from your
homes or abetted others to drive you out. Those that make friends with
them are wrongdoers” (60:8-9).

“Proclaim good tidings to those who have faith and do good works. They
shall dwell in gardens watered by running streams . . .” (2:25).
“Fortify yourselves with patience and prayer. This may indeed be an exact-
ing discipline, but not to the devout, who know that they will meet their
Lord and that to Him they will return” (2:46).

(N. J. Dawood, translator, The Korarn)
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