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Wisdom Of The Sufi Master

1)
Read each of the Sufi Master Quotations.

2)
Write your interpretation of what they mean.  Write the heading and two or three sentences for each.

3)
Do one (1) of the following:


Option 1:  Think of a friend or relative who is experiencing, or who has experienced, some sort of distress for which he or she might seek your help or advice.  Write the person a letter that centres around one of the Sufi Wisdom’s you have interpreted.  (Avoid identifying the person you are writing about.  Change the name and relationship if necessary.)


Option 2:  Write a short story in which one of the Sufi Wisdom’s you have interpreted provides the turning point for a character in the midst of a conflict.  The conflict may be an internal one, or an external one with another character.
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Wisdom from the Sufi Masters

El-Ghazali

A disciple had asked permission to take part in the “dance” of the Sufis.

The Sheikh said: “Fast completely for three days. Then have luscious
dishes cooked. If you then prefer the ‘dance,” you may take part in it.” (Page
56)

A camel is stronger than a man; an elephant is larger; a lion has greater valour;
cattle can eat more than man; birds are more virile. Man was made for the
purpose of learning. (Page 57)

Attar of Nishapur

Some Israelites reviled Jesus one day as he was walking through their part of
the town.

But he answered by repeating prayers in their name.

Someone said to him:

“You prayed for these men, did you not feel incensed against them?”

He answered:

“I could spend only of what I had in my purse.” (Page 63)

Someone went up to a madman who was weeping in the bitterest possible way.

He said:

“Why do you cry?”

The madman answered:

“I am crying to attract the pity of His heart.”

The other told him:

“Your words are nonsense, for He has no physical heart.”

The madman answered:

“It is you who are wrong, for He is the owner of all the hearts which ex-
ist. Through the heart you can make your connection with God.” (Page 63)

When an arrow is loosed from the bow, it may go straight, or it may not, ac-
cording to what the archer does.

How strange, therefore, that when the arrow speeds without deviation, it
is due to the skill of the archer: but when it goes out of true, it is the arrow
which receives the maledictions! (Page 72)

Ibn El-Arabi

[Truth] has confused all the learned of Islam,
Everyone who has studied the Psalms,
Every Jewish Rabbi,
Every Christian priest.
(Page 78)
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Saadi of Shiraz

If a gem falls into mud it is still valuable.
If dust ascends to heaven, it remains valueless.
(Page 83)

A thief entered the house of a Sufi, and found nothing there. As he was leav-
ing, the dervish perceived his disappointment and threw him the blanket in
which he was sleeping, so that he should not go away empty-handed. (Page
84)

In the eyes of the wise, the seeker of combat with an elephant is not really
brave.
Brave is he who says nothing unbecoming in wrath.
A lout abused a man who patiently said:
“Q you of bright prospects: I am worse even than you say.
[ know all my faults, while you do not know them.”
(Page 87)

Jalaludin Rumi

The Way has been marked out.
If you depart from it, you will perish.
If you try to interfere with the signs on the road, you will be an evil-doer.
(Page 103)

The Prophet said that Truth has declared:

“] am not hidden in what is high or low

Nor in the earth nor skies nor throne.

This is certainty, O beloved:

I am hidden in the heart of the faithful.

If you seek me, seek in these hearts.”
(Page 108)

You have a duty to perform. Do anything else, do any number of things, oc-
cupy your time fully, and yet, if you do not do this task, all your time will
have been wasted. (Page 110)

The people of Love are hidden within the populace;

Like a good man surrounded by the bad.
(Page 110)

(Idries Shah, The Way of the Sufi)



